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I. Introduction.  

 

 The Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Board of Education has the lawful authority to 

provide for the assignment of each child domiciled within Forsyth County who is 

qualified under North Carolina law for admission to a public school.1  The 

Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Board of Education strives to establish school 

attendance areas that provide quality, equitable educational opportunities to all 

students domiciled in Forsyth County and balance capacity utilization for all 

schools.   It is the policy of the Winston-Salem/ Forsyth County Board of Education 

that pupils shall attend a school serving the geographic attendance zone in which 

they are domiciled in accordance with the Schools of Choice Pupil Assignment Plan 

adopted by the Board of Education for implementation at the commencement of the 

1995-1996 school year2.  

 

II. Diversity and Racial Isolation of Students. Student Assignment Goals 

 

A. In addition to the Mission and Vision of WS/FCS, the Board is committed to 

providing all children the opportunity to receive an equitable and high-quality 

education that raises achievement for all while also closing the achievement 

gap between student groups.  It is further the commitment of the Board that 

WS/FCS will provide safe and well-maintained facilities and promote a 

variety of settings and contexts in which students will engage in academic and 

non-academic learning experiences that are representative of the school 

community by race, ethnicity, language proficiency, gender, socioeconomic 

status and disability.   

 

B. Student assignment areas attendance zones will be developed by balancing, to 

the extent possible, a student assignment plan that promotes the Mission and 

Vision of the Board by:  

 

 1. Creating a diverse and inclusive student body.  

 2. Minimizing isolation of socioeconomic groups.  Maximizing racial 

and socioeconomic integration.   

 3. Minimizing schools with a single race majority.  

 4. Preserving, expanding, and replicating successful programs 

 throughout the district in ways that increase equitable access to quality 

 instructional models. 

 

To achieve equitable access to diverse and inclusive learning environments, 

improve academic achievement, and adjust to changing demographics and 

 
1  Pursuant to N.C.G.S. §§ 115C-366, 115C-366.1 and 366.2, students who are not domiciled in Forsyth 

County (with certain exceptions) are required to pay tuition in order to attend the public schools.  
2 The term "parent" wherever it appears in this policy shall mean and include the plural as well as the singular 

form and shall mean and include the terms "legal guardian" and "person standing in loco parentis." 
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newly constructed schools, a review of the Student Assignment policy will 

occur every five years or as needed. WS/FCS will manage Magnet and School 

Choice options enrollment through an application process that includes 

examining the capacity of schools, magnet lotteries, and priority preferences to 

achieve the board of education’s mission and vision.  

 

C. It is the mission of the WS/FCS to provide an educational experience to ensure 

that all children become academically proficient students, responsible citizens, 

productive workers and continuous learners. The Board of Education believes 

human diversity is a valuable and vital asset to the school system and having a 

“critical mass” of students from each of the racial and ethnic groups within our 

community at each school is a worthwhile goal3. Among the purposes of the 

“Schools of Choice” policy are to maintain and promote diversity and to reduce 

the isolation of racial, ethnic, linguistic, cultural and socioeconomic groups in 

our community. The student population in the WS/FCS is culturally, 

geographically, economically, racially and ethnically diverse. Diversity is a 

valuable resource for teaching students to live within a multi-racial/multi-

cultural world. It promotes cross-racial understanding, helps to break down 

racial stereotypes, and enables students to better understand persons of different 

races. These benefits are important because classroom discussion is livelier, 

more spirited, and simply more enlightening and interesting when the students 

have the greatest possible variety of backgrounds. By enrolling a critical mass 

of each racial, economic, geographic and ethnic group of students the Board of 

Education seeks to ensure their ability to make unique contributions to the 

quality of each student’s education.   

 

D. The student population in the WS/FCS is culturally, geographically, 

economically, racially and ethnically diverse. Diversity is a valuable resource 

for teaching students to live within a multi-racial/multi-cultural world. 

Providing students the choice to attend school with a diverse student enrollment 

has inherent educational value. The democratic form of government depends 

upon an educated citizenry that shares common values about the welfare of 

society and its people, and the democratic principles that govern it. Diversity 

brings different viewpoints and experiences to classroom discussions and 

thereby enhances the educational process. It also fosters understanding of 

students from different economic, geographic, racial and cultural backgrounds, 

which is particularly important in preparing students to live and work in a 

diverse community.4  

 
3 The term “critical mass” as used in this policy as the term is used in Grutter v. Bollenger, 123 S. Ct. 2325. 
4  See: e.g., J. Braddock II and J. McPartland, “Social Psychological Processes that Perpetuate Racial 

Segregation: The Relationship Between School and Employment Desegregation,” J. of Black Studies, Vol. 

19, No. 3 at 267, 285 (Mar. 1989); W. Trent, “Outcomes of School Desegregation: Findings from 

Longitudinal Research,” J. of Negro Education, Vol. 66, No. 3 at 255, 257 (Summer 1997) (“desegregated 

schooling has important long-term benefits for minority students"). 
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III. Student Assignments. 

 

A. The Board of Education believes education should be a partnership between 

students, parents and the school system. When students and parents participate 

in the educational process, it gives them ownership of their education. 

Therefore, allowing parents and students to choose their schools to the 

greatest extent possible provides benefits to each group. Students and parents 

shall be given their choices to the greatest extent possible allowed by a 

school’s capacity.  

 

B. School assignments and choice school options shall generally be based on 

where students are domiciled. 

 

C. Each elementary and middle school shall have a specific themed choice 

program or enhancement. 

 

D. Elementary school students shall choose among four or five schools in their 

attendance zones. 

 

E. Middle school students shall choose among three schools in their attendance 

zones.  

 

F. All students may choose schools outside of their zone to the extent allowed by 

a school’s capacity and on the condition parents and students provide 

transportation to and from out of zone schools.  

 

G. Students with disabilities or special needs shall be assigned to schools and 

special education programs in accordance with Board Policy 6164, the Rules 

Governing Programs and Services for Children with Special Needs, adopted 

by the State Board of Education, the laws of this state and the laws and 

regulations of the federal government. 

 

H. Students and parents also may choose schools as directed by the No Child 

Left Behind Act of 2001. 

 

I. The WS/FCS shall operate magnet schools open to students from Forsyth 

County to bring together a diverse group of students to concentrate on a 

specified area of study.  

 

J. The WS/FCS shall operate alternative schools which students may voluntarily 

or involuntarily attend. These schools shall serve students who may function 

and achieve better outside of a traditional school setting. 

 

Adopted: April, 1963 
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Revised: April, 1964; August, 1984; May, 1987; October, 1987; December, 1988; 

November, 1989; June, 1991; March, 1992; June, 1993; June, 1995; February, 1997; 

September, 1997; October, 1998; December, 1999; January, 2001; October, 2001; 

February, 2002; May 2002; November, 2002; May, 2003; March, 2004; July, 2004; 

December, 2004; March 2005; August 2006; November, 2007; May 2022  

 


